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UPCOMING BISC MEETINGS: 

BISC Summer Meeting 2016 

June 28-29, 2016 

Linthicum, MD 

Register now » 

BISC West Meeting 2016 

July 19, 2016 

Ontario, CA 

Register now » 

BISC Winter Meeting 2017 

January 14-15, 2017 

Cleveland, OH 

Register now »  

BISC Summer Meeting 2017 

June 13-14, 2017 

Linthicum, MD 

Registration Opens in January » 

  

UPCOMING SAFETY MEETINGS: 

2016 Fires in Vehicles Conference 

  

Welcome to the Bus Industry Safety Council’s 

SafetyLink. This edition of SafetyLink, looks at 

motorcoach enforcement news and trends, as well as 

other news for motorcoach operators, safety directors, 

and compliance professionals. 

 

Ready for BISC's Summer Meeting? Bus Fires to 
Come Into Focus, TSA to Provide Keynote 
Address 

BISC with the support of title sponsor ABC Companies and our other sponsors 

is set to meet next week in Linthicum, MD at the BWI Airport Marriott. A jam-

packed program, a dynamic slate of speakers, and lots of networking 

opportunities are available to BISC members. More than 15 sessions are 

scheduled, featuring 2 being presented by each Standing Committee. The theme 

of the meeting is "Bus Fires" and will feature several sessions you won't want to 

miss. There is still time left to register! 

Check out the agenda 

 

FMCSA Releases Updated Large Truck and Bus 
Crash Facts Report 

The recent publication of Large Truck and Bus Crash Facts contains 

descriptive statistics about fatal, injury, and property damage only crashes 

involving large trucks and buses in 2014. Selected crash statistics on 

passenger vehicles and other modes are also presented for comparison 

purposes. 

 

Fatal crashes decreased across all large trucks and buses from 2013 to 2014 

http://www.buses.org/events/event/bus-industry-safety-council-summer-meeting
http://www.buses.org/events/event/bisc-west
http://www.buses.org/events/event/winter-meeting-20161
http://www.buses.org/about/councils/BISC/sponsors
http://www.buses.org/assets/images/uploads/general/BISC%20Summer%202016%20Schedule%20Detail%20-%20Updated%20Room%20Names(1).pdf
http://www.buses.org/bisc


October 5-6, 2016 

Location: The Grand Baltimore 

225 N Charles st. 

Baltimore, Maryland 21201 

Contact: Click here to register 

2016 CVSA Annual Conference and 

Exposition  

September 18-22, 2016 

Location: Statehouse Convention Center 

1 Statehouse Plaza 

Little Rock, AR 72201 

Contact: Click here to register 

Have an upcoming Safety Meeting, 

Large Scale Training Event or Driver 

Recognition Event? Let us know about 

it! Contact us to share: 

 

bisc@buses.org 

  

BISC IN PRINT: 

BusRide Magazine 

Read More (Page 22) 

Equip Magazine 

Read More 

  

QUESTION OF THE MONTH: 

Can you name some programs that 

provide certifications for safety 

professionals? 

 

(3%). On average, from 2004 to 2014, intercity buses accounted for 13 

percent, and school buses and transit buses accounted for 41 percent and 33 

percent, respectively, of all buses involved in fatal crashes. 

 

The number of buses involved in fatal crashes decreased by 17 percent, and 

the bus involvement rate in fatal crashes decreased by 21 percent. Vehicle 

miles traveled (VMT) by large trucks increased by 1.5 percent, and bus 

VMT increased by 5.5 percent. 

 

Access the report by visiting - https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/safety/data-and-

statistics/large-truck-and-bus-crash-facts-2014 

 

The Agency also recently released its 2016 Pocket Guide to Large Truck 

and Bus Statistics, which is available here: 

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/safety/data-and-statistics/commercial-motor-

vehicle-facts. 

 

Norm Littler Safety Award Nominations Now 
Open 

The Norm Littler Memorial Safety Award presented by the American Bus 

Association and the Bus Industry Safety Council recognizes an individual 

or organization that has made significant contributions to the profession of 

safety through the development or implementation of techniques, products 

or safety processes and demonstrates a commitment and investment in the 

day-to-day safety of the traveling public by motorcoach. 

 

If an awardee is selected, the award will be presented at the 2017 Winter 

meeting in Cleveland, OH. 

 

Please forward all completed nominations including current contact details 

for the nominee to ABA at BISC@buses.org or via fax to 202-218-7250. 

 

Read More  

 

http://www.firesinvehicles.com/en/Sidor/default.aspx
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Who in BISC has the most safety 

certifications? 
 

New Driver Coercion Rule in Effect Now 

FMCSA started accepting coercion complaint submissions from 

drivers on January 29, 2016. Coercion complaints must be filed 

within 90 days of the alleged coercion action. The National 

Consumer Database website has now been updated to allow for 

drivers to file complaints online. 

 

When filing a complaint, supporting information must be included 

such as text messages or email exchanges between parties showing 

coercion attempts by a motor carrier as well as the drivers 

responses; and the names of anyone who may have witnessed the 

coercion attempt. 

Read More 

 

New York Chiropractors No Longer Allowed to 
Give DOT Physicals, Removed From Registry 

All chiropractors in the state of New York have been removed from the 

National Registry of Certified Medical Examiners as of June 1. 

 

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration sent out certified emails 

to chiropractors in New York on Wednesday night, informing them that 

they are no longer allowed to perform U.S. Department of Transportation 

physicals. 

 

While these doctors have been removed from the registry, FMCSA said 

that all of the medical certification cards issued by these doctors before the 

removal date are in good standing and will remain valid up to their 

expiration date. 

 

The reason for the removal is based on the New York State Education 

Department’s interpretation of state law that DOT physicals are outside a 

chiropractor’s defined scope of practice in New York. According to the 

New York State Board for Chiropractic, changing the scope in New York 

mailto:bisc@buses.org
mailto:bisc@buses.org
https://nccdb.fmcsa.dot.gov/nccdb/home.aspx


would need to be done legislatively. 

 

Make sure that your drivers are instructed to only use medical personnel 

that are currently listed on the National Registry of Certified Medical 

Examiners and that they confirm the listing before their appointment date. 

Read More 

Access the Registry 

 

FHWA Releases New National Road Closure and 
Traffic Information Webpage 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has recently compiled a 

host of links from public agencies and other entities that offer information 

about current traffic conditions across the nation onto a new web page. The 

links are organized by state and include information on road closures due to 

weather conditions, road construction, and traffic conditions 

 

Be sure to distribute this link to your dispatchers and fleet managers as they 

prepare for next week’s trips. 

Read More 

 

182 Pounds of Cocaine Worth $10 Million 
Found Hidden on Motorcoach 

A joint task force consisting of federal, state and local authorities in 

California seized 182 pounds of cocaine concealed inside a chartered tour 

bus traveling from Mexico to Wilmington, CA. 

 

The drug shipment went undetected during an inspection at the border by 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers. However, agents tailed the 

charter as soon as the bus crossed over the San Ysidro point of entry. 

Federal law enforcement officers found 83 kilos of cocaine encased in foil 

inside of a 15-foot concealed compartment, hidden by the bus’s radiator 

above the left rear tire. 

http://www.landlinemag.com/Story.aspx?StoryID=31271#.V2sNvqJa2RS
https://nationalregistry.fmcsa.dot.gov/NRPublicUI/home.seam
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/trafficinfo/


 

No passengers were on the bus. 

 

Operators are reminded to instruct their drivers to be diligent with their pre-

trip inspections and to report anything suspicious to dispatch and 

management. 

Read More 

 

Don’t Be Caught Off-Guard! Commercial Vehicle 
Safety Inspections to Occur in Yellowstone & 
Other National Parks 

Park rangers and state and federal transportation officials will conduct safety 

evaluations of commercial vehicles and bus operators traveling in the parks this 

summer. 

This is the 18th year of the interagency inspection program in California. The 

program has resulted in a decrease in the most significant "out-of-service" 

violations, which require that either a commercial vehicle or a commercial 

driver be taken off the road due to serious mechanical or driver-specific 

violations.  

Top Driver & Vehicle Violations found during Compliance Reviews 

and Inspections in 2015 

 

49 CFR 395.8(e) – False Report of Driver’s Record of Duty Status 

49 CFR 395.8(f) – Failing to Prepare Record of Duty Status in Form and 

Manner Prescribed 

49 CFR 395.5(a)(1) – 10-Hour Rule Violation 

49 CFR 396.11(a) – Failing to Prepare Vehicle Inspection Report 

49 CFR 396.5(b) – Oil and/or Grease Leak 

49 CFR 393.9 – Operating Vehicle Not Having the Required Operable Lamps 

49 CFR 393.62(e) – No or Inadequate Bus Emergency Exit Marking 

49 CFR 393.60(c) – Damaged or Discolored Windshield 

49 CFR 393.47(e) – Clamp/Roto-Chamber Type Brake(s) Out of Adjustment 

http://news.jammedup.com/2016/06/02/authorities-in-california-seize-182-pounds-of-cocaine-inside-tour-bus-from-mexico/


49 CFR 393.75(c) – Tire – Other Tread Depth Less than 2/32 of an Inch 

49 CFR 393.95(a) – No/Discharged/Unsecured Fire Extinguisher 

49 CFR 390.21(b) – Failing To Mark CMV W/ Name And/Or US DOT # 

49 CFR 396.17(c) – Operating A CMV Without Periodic Inspection 

49 CFR 392.2 – Operating Vehicle In Violation Of Local/State Laws 

CFR – Code of Federal Regulations 

 

Source - https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/ProgramReport/pcReport.aspx?rpt=reg_RIV 

Read the Notice 

 

FMCSA Advisory Committee Begins Review of 
Outdated Regulatory Guidance Documents 

The FMCSA Motor Carrier Safety Advisory Committee (MCSAC) met on June 14 

and 15 and began a review of the Agency’s plain language “guidance documents” 

aimed at helping carriers, drivers and enforcement officials interpret a slate of 

over 700 regulations. 

 

The Agency requested the 19-member advisory committee’s assistance in 

meeting a FAST Act mandate that FMCSA review the documents and report 

back to Congressional Committees by Dec. 5. The MCSAC will meet again in 

October to prepare its final report for the agency. 

 

The congressional requirement is for the agency’s guidance documents to be 

“consistent and clear, uniformly and consistently enforced, and still necessary.” 

In many cases, some law enforcement officers have found the guidance so 

confusing or contradictory that they have stopped enforcing some sections of 

the regulations. 

 

The last review and revision of the guidance documents was in 1997. 

The regulatory guidance can be viewed by visiting: 

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/advisory-committees/mcsac/fmcsa-regulatory-

guidance 

 

https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/ProgramReport/pcReport.aspx?rpt=reg_RIV
https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/news/16034.htm
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/advisory-committees/mcsac/fmcsa-regulatory-guidance
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/advisory-committees/mcsac/fmcsa-regulatory-guidance


If you have any comments related to editing or eliminating the guidance, please 

send an email with your suggestions to bisc@buses.org. 

Read More 

 

Regulatory Watch 

Comment or petition now on these notices and/or proposed regulations: 

 NPRM: FHWA National Goals and Performance Management 

Measures (comments due 8/20/16) 

 NPRM: NHTSA Motorcaoch Window Glazing, (comments due 7/5/16) 

 ANPRM: FRA/FMCSA Obstructive Sleep Apnea (comments due 

7/8/16) 

Compliance updates: 

 Unified Registration System to continue phased implementation 

 ELD Vendor Registration Open Now 

 Use New CMV Driver Medical Examination Report (Form MCSA-

5875) - Note: Forms and exams can expire in 45 Days if not filed or 

amended 

 New OSHA reporting of workplace injuries in effect, Jan. 1, 2017 

Soon To Be Published (Anticipated Date) 

 NPRM - FMCSA: Drug & Alcohol Clearinghouse (imminent, 8/15/16) 

 NPRM - FMCSA/NHTSA: Speed Limiters on Heavy Duty Diesel 

Vehicles (imminent, 7/29/16) 

 Final Rule - NHTSA: Motorcoach Structural Integrity (10/15/16) 

 NPRM - TSA: Surface Transportation Modal Security Training 

(6/30/16) 

Did you know? The U.S. Department of Transportation publishes projected 

timelines for upcoming significant rulemakings each month. 
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