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EPA 608/609 Training and Certification

American Bus Association’s Bus Industry Safety Council

By  Liz Abbott and Chad Maloney
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eabbott@kpaonline.com
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Risk Management Consultant II

(303) 802-3086 

cmaloney@kpaonline.com



3

Who We Are

• Risk Management and Compliance 

Experts based out of Lafayette, CO

• Founded in 1986

• 10,000 + clients nationwide

• Owned by Providence Equity 

Partners

• Business Lines

➢ Environmental Health and Safety 

(EHS)

➢ Sales and Finance Compliance

➢ Human Resource Management 
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Central California 

District

North West District

South West District

Headquarters

District Manager

EHS Consultant

F&I Consultant

Team Leader/Supervisor

Field Office Manager

Service Drive Auditor

Open Position

District Office

South Central District

South East District

Mid Atlantic

District

North East District

North Central  District

SF Bay Area
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✓Clean Air Act 

✓Section 608 of the CAA: Stationary Refrigeration and Air Conditioner

✓Section 608 of the CAA: Training and Certification

✓Section 609 of the CAA: Motor Vehicle Air Conditioning

✓Section 609 of the CAA: Training and Certification

✓Requirements to Purchase Refrigerant

✓Penalties

Agenda
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• Amendment became part of the CCA in 1990

• Purpose is to protect the ozone layer from harmful ozone-depleting substances 

through..

➢Phasing out the “most-damaging” substances

➢Banning such substances that are part of nonessential products

➢Prohibiting the release of ozone-depleting refrigerants

➢Ensuring proper handling/disposal of refrigeration equipment 

Clean Air Act (CAA)
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“Section 608 prohibits individuals from intentionally venting ozone-depleting 

substances (ODS) refrigerants (including CFCs and HCFCs) and their 

substitutes (such as HFCs), while maintaining, servicing, repairing, or 

disposing of air conditioning or refrigeration equipment”

• Appliances that use any of the following ODS are subject to the venting, 

capturing, and disposal requirements of Section 608

- Class I CFC (R-12)

- Class II HCFC (R-22) or HFC (134a)

Section 608 of the CAA: Stationary Refrigeration and Air 

Conditioning
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• Buses that use R-22 are not MVACs

- Section 608 Type II (High-Pressure) Training and 

Certification

• EPA website for training centers

• Does not expire

• Replacement cards available

• Apprentices do not need certification 

• Purchasing of R-22 must be done by a “certified 

technician” 

Section 608 of the CAA: Training and Certification
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“Because of the potential damage that refrigerants can do to the 

environment, Section 609 of the Clean Air Act (CAA) directs EPA to 

establish requirements to prevent the release of refrigerants during the 

servicing of MVACs and MVAC-like appliances and to require recycling of 

used refrigerants.”

• Older model vehicles using CFC-12 (Freon) 

• Majority of vehicles use HFC-134a

• HFO-1234yf

Section 609 of the CAA: Motor Vehicle Air Conditioning 

(MVAC)
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• Servicing/repairing MVAC system

- Venting is prohibited

- Recovered refrigerant must be reclaimed or recycled before recharge

- Off-site reclamation must be done by EPA certified reclaimer

- Refrigerant recovery machines must have been certified by the EPA and 

registered for use

• EPA approved training and certification

Section 609 of the CAA: Training and Certification
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AC Section 609 Training Available!

Unlimited 

employee training 

Certificates 

saved online
Ability to 

track training 
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R-1234yf Training Available

Training course will familiarize 

employees with R-1234yf components 

and highlight the differences from 

existing R-134a systems
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Requirements to Purchase Refrigerant

• ODSs

- Section 608 trained and certified technicians

- Intended for use in stationary refrigeration

• MVAC Refrigerant

• Section 609 trained and certified technicians

• 2lbs or less of refrigerant to DIYers without certification
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• Civil Administration Actions

- NOV or Order with/without penalties

- Maximum of $50,000 per day, per violation

• Criminal Prosecution 

Penalties
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Questions?
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