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OLI Overview

• Operation Lifesaver’s mission: to 
save lives by reducing collisions, 
fatalities, and injuries at railroad 
crossings as well as trespassing on or 
near railroad tracks.

• We do this through a network of 
active state programs across the 
country

• Our public education and awareness 
campaigns use innovative marketing 
and digital communications to educate 
people about staying safe near tracks 
and trains Illinois high school presentation

oli.org
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Louisiana OL Volunteers



OLI Staff Contact Information
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Rachel Maleh
Executive Director

D: (703) 739-1065

M: (301) 717-7553

rmaleh@oli.org

Wende Corcoran
Vice President

D: (703) 739-9126

M: (703) 915-6764

wcorcoran@oli.org

Moriah Whiteman
Manager

Education, Training & Volunteer Support
D: (703) 519-4502

M: (703) 915-6624

mwhiteman@oli.org

Operation Lifesaver, Inc. 425 Third St. SW  Suite 915  Washington, D.C. 20024  (703) 739-0308    oli.org



Statistics 
Tell the 
Story

83% drop in U.S. grade 

crossing collisions since 

Operation Lifesaver started 

in 1972.



Last 10 
years – U.S. 
Highway-
Rail 
Casualties

Deaths and injuries at 

crossings have 

stabilized in the last 5 

years 



Last 10 years –
U.S. Trespass 
Casualties

Trespassing Deaths and 

injuries stabilized in 

2017 and 2018 (2019 

statistics not yet 

comparable)



PARTNERSHIPS 
are the key to 
Operation 
Lifesaver’s 
success

• State Operation Lifesaver 
Programs

• Federal Government 
Partners

• Private Sector Partners



Federal Railroad Administration Partnership

2020 grant funding from FRA for 15 state 
Operation Lifesaver programs
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• California

• Indiana

• Michigan

• Minnesota

• New York

• North Dakota

• Pennsylvania

• South Carolina

• Missouri

• Mississippi

• Montana

• New Jersey

• South Dakota

• Tennessee

• North Carolina



Posner Foundation of Pittsburgh Partnership

2020 grant funding for 3 additional state 
Operation Lifesaver programs, plus 
supplemental funds for North Carolina’s grant
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• Arizona 

• Texas

• Washington



Federal Highway Administration Partnership
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2020 grant funding from FHWA for 14 state Operation 

Lifesaver programs

• Arizona

• California

• Indiana

• Louisiana

• Minnesota

• Missouri

• Mississippi

• North Carolina

• New Jersey

• New York

• Ohio

• Pennsylvania

• South Carolina

• Washington



Federal Railroad Administration Crossing Data

https://www.fra.dot.gov/gxdash

https://www.fra.dot.gov/gxdash


“Find the Blue and White ENS Sign” PSA

12

https://oli.org/media/find-blue-and-white-ens-sign-psa-30-version

https://oli.org/media/find-blue-and-white-ens-sign-psa-30-version


More ENS Sign Safety Messaging

ENS Sign PSA Print Ad

13



Video for Professional Drivers

https://oli.org/media/rail-safety-cement-dump-and-garbage-truck-drivers

https://oli.org/media/rail-safety-cement-dump-and-garbage-truck-drivers


Redesigned 
oli.org Website

• Mobile-friendly design

• New Materials area lets you 
filter results by media type, 
audience or topic.

• Social media channels are 
just a click away via links at 
the bottom of every page. 



Oli.org Driver Resources



Videos, ProDriver Challenge, and More



Critical Signs 
Before the 
Crossing



Rail Safety Week – Growing in Importance

• From 2017-2019, 
growth in:

• Media Coverage

• Social Media 
Engagement

• Website 
Pageviews



Join us for Rail Safety Week, Sept. 21-27, 2020!

Online and social media focus for 2020

Date Monday 
9/21

Tuesday 
9/22

Wednesday 
9/23

Thursday 
9/24

Friday 
9/25

Saturday 
9/26

Sunday 
9/27

Theme Proclamations, 
Media 
Outreach

Law 
Enforcement

Crossing 
Safety

Commuter 
and Transit 
Safety

Wear Red 
for Rail 
Safety

Trespass 
Safety

Photographer 
Safety



State OL Efforts 
and Projects

OL State Programs across the 

U.S. take part in projects and 

events, including:

• Positive Enforcement for 

drivers and pedestrians

• Community Events

• Outreach to K-12 students 

and college campuses

Georgia OL Event

Colorado OL Event

Minnesota OL Event

New Jersey OL Event 21



Colorado OL Highlights

• Safety presentation at Grand 

Valley High School reached teen 

drivers with safety message 

before their annual prom night

• Other activities include outreach 

to K-8 school students

Pre-Prom Safety Presentation
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Connecticut Highlights

• Community safety blitzes at all 

main branches of state DMVs, 

more than 3,500 contacts 

• Three-day community safety 

outreach in advance of 

resumption of freight service, 

FRA partnered

Dept. of Motor Vehicles 

exhibit
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South Carolina Highlights

• SC OL celebrating its 40th

Anniversary, highlighting 83% 

reduction in crossing collisions

• Statewide outreach to school 

bus drivers to share safe 

practices, attend Dept. of 

Education Office of 

Transportation annual 

conference 

SC Dept. of Education Office of 

Transportation conference exhibit
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Contact Your State OL Coordinator

https://oli.org/state-coordinators
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https://oli.org/state-coordinators


Our Mission

Operation Lifesaver is a nonprofit public 

safety education and awareness 

organization dedicated to reducing collisions, 

fatalities, and injuries at highway-rail 

crossings and trespassing on or near 

railroad tracks.
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Join Us on Our Mission!
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