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Who is CVSA?

The Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) is a nonprofit organization
comprised of local, state, provincial, territorial and federal commercial
motor vehicle safety officials and industry representatives. The Alliance
aims to prevent commercial motor vehicle crashes, injuries and fatalities
and believes that collaboration between government and industry improves
road safety and saves lives



CVSA Products and Services

• Roadside CMV Inspector Certification

• North American Standard (NAS) Inspection Procedures 

• NAS Training Program

• CVSA Decal Program

• NAS Out-of-Service Criteria

• NAS Inspection Levels

• Outreach and Education

• Policy Development



Updates

• CVSA Inspection Bulletin 2023-02
• Automatic Tire Inflation System (ATIS)
• Tire Pressure Monitoring System (TPMS)



Updates

• CVSA Inspection Bulletin 2024-01
• Unified Carrier Registration (UCR)
• Enforcement Jan. 1, 2024



Top 10 Passenger Vehicle Violations 

Insp. Repair, 2066, 
21%

Lamps Inop, 1859, 
19%

Local Laws, 1131, 11%Oil Leak, 872, 9%

Markings, 801, 8%

Fire Extinguisher, 730, 
7%

Exit  , 722, 7%

Registration, 607, 6%

Exit Label, 570, 6%

Wipers/Washers, 
561, 6%

24,069 VIOLATIONS FY 2023 (BUS AND MC ONLY)

These 10 
violations account 

for 42% of total 
bus/motorcoach 

violations



• Brake Defects
• Electrical Systems
• Coupling Devices
• Driveshafts
• Fuel leaks
• Steering Components

What are you seeing?

#1 Inspection, Repair, and Maintenance (396.3)



• Front: Headlamps, high beams, turn signals, running lamps, clearance
lamps, identification lamps

• Rear: Stop lamps, tail lamps, turn signals, clearance lamps, identification
lamps, license plate lamp

• Sides: Intermediate lamps, front and rear side markers

Solutions:
• Pre-trips
• Brake Buddy
• System check

#2 Inoperable Required Lamps (393.9)



#3 Local Law Violations (392.2)

• Speeding
• Improper lane usage
• Fail to obey traffic control device
• Improper lane change
• Fail to stop at weigh station
• Following distance
• Distracted



• Dripping or forming drops during inspection
• Oil pan, power steering, wheel ends, transmission, engine, etc.
• CVSA Operational Policy 15

Solutions:
• Clean up old leaks
• Pre-trip
• DataQ

#4 Oil and Grease Leaks (396.5)



• Both side must display carrier
name and “USDOT” number

• Visible from 50 feet
• Contrasting color
• Durable and maintained

• Lease agreement required if less
than 30 days

• Interline agreements
• Must display “operated by” if

more than one name is displayed

Solutions:
• Pre-trip and document inspection

#5 Improper Markings (390.21)

Generic Coach Inc.
USDOT #12345



Fire Extinguishers
• Must be mounted securely and accessible
• Must have gauge and be charged
• Minimum size 5 B:C or two 4 B;C

Warning Devices
• Requires three warning triangles or six fusees
• Must be operational and accessible
• Must be placed within ten minutes
• Placed at 10 feet, 100 feet and 200 feet (40 paces

Spare Fuses
• Only required if required components use fuses

#6 Emergency Equipment (393.95)



• Ensure all marked/required exits operate properly
• Ensure all required exits have proper markings
• Ensure all exits are unobstructed by customizations or

objects

#7and #9 Emergency Exits (393.62)



• Ensure all marked/required exits operate properly
• Ensure all required exits have proper markings
• Ensure all exits are unobstructed by customizations or

objects

• Review CVSA Inspection Bulletin 2022-04 – Passenger
Carrier Vehicle Emergency Exit Inspections

• What can you do to prevent these violations?

#7and #9 Emergency Exits (393.62)



#7and #9 Emergency Exits (393.62)



Registration:
• Fail to display license plate
• Fail to carry registration card
• IFTA, IRP, UCR
• Lease agreements

Solutions:
• Add document inspection to pre-trip
• Verify current documents are in vehicle
• DataQ if violations seem inaccurate

#8 Registration (392.2)



Wipers and washers
• Stuck?
• Rubber intact?
• Water in reservoir?
• Pump operational

Solutions
• Pre-trip inspection
• Check the washers before trip!
• Make sure the swish and squirt functions are

fully operational

#10 Windshield Wipers/Washers (393.78)



• Issue Requests (members and non-members)
• File an issue request to suggest changes to

inspection related procedures or out-of-
service conditions.

• Provide clarification to specific regulations or
current issues

• CVSA cannot change regulations; can petition
FMCSA in some cases

How can CVSA Help?



• Inspection Bulletins (members and non-members)
• Provide inspection guidance to inspectors and industry
• Ensure consistent enforcement practices
• Can assist with DataQ requests

How can CVSA Help?



• Passenger Carrier Resource Page and
CMV Resource Page (members and non-
members)

How can CVSA Help?



DataQ Tips:
• Used for violation data accuracy, reportable

crash data, registration data, etc.
• Not for SMS ratings or CSA points
• Inspectors make mistakes too – Drivers can

politely ask for clarification of violations
• Knowledge is critical – Review CVSA inspection

bulletins, policies, and regulations
• Submit timely evidence – Include policies,

regulatory language, and supporting documents
• Photos should be taken as soon as possible with

date/time and vehicle identifiers
• Do not abuse the system or “cry wolf”

Request for Data Review (DataQ)
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